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An exceedingly wealthy man, a swomn “Lover of Zion,” once came
to Ereiz-Yisrael to explore the possibility of settling there with his
family. He toured the length and breadth of the Land, but in the
end, he decided to return to his home in Chutz LaArets,

The day before his return trip, the man went to receive a farewell
blessing from Rav Kook. Knowing how much the Rav encouraged
every visitor to make aliyah and settle in the Land, the man began by
extolling the virtues of Eretz Yisrael. Then he said: “Unfortunately,
though, I must abandon the idea of moving here, for the time being.
[ feel that T can do a great deal for the country specifically from
outside its borders.”

The Rav answered his guest by elucidating a verse in the Torah:
Moshe Rabbeinu said, nxw NIV LIDND NND Y3 IO RnmN
NNOD XMW — [ beseeched the Lord at that time, saying... "Please, let
me cross over and see the good Land...” (Devarim 3:23-25). One could ask:
Moshe was banned from entering the Land as a result of the episode
of Met Merivah, which took place a long time before this verse was
stated. Why, then, did he wait so long to try to annul the decree?
Why didn'’t he beseech God earlier? ‘

The answer is: Moshe thought to himself, “I will first
demonstrate, with concrete actions, how strong my love is for the
Holy Land, and then I wiil pray.” Therefore, he waited until the

-_‘—'_-‘_‘———-—‘_——_\
Tews — under his command — conquered the lands of Sichon and Qg

®
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2
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making it easier to congueer the Land of Canaan. On__lz_’_ then, he

began to pray. This explains the words | tesceciiod the Lord at that
C R ) ] )

time.  That is, Moshe requested permission to enter the Land

speatically at that time faiter the congquest of Sichon and Wl He
pe ) f

foped that his effor's on bebalf of Fiets Yisd would help his

DrAVErs e a CCE—’ptL”\l.

“You, my horereble friend, should do the <ame.” concluded the
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